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or excessive fall of the temperature.    An abnormal excess of
temperature evidently causes it to suffer; when the heat is
very great, leaves may be observed to hang down on the
stems, curl up, and appear to wither; when the cool of the
evening comes, the leaves rise up again, and the plant re-
sumes it appearance of placid health.   Drought also occasions
manifest suffering to plants.   Those who study nature with
loving attention know that when, after a long period of
drought, a plant is watered it exhibits signs of pleasure.    On
the other hand, a wounded plant, one from which a branch
lias been cut, appears to experience pain.    A pathological
liquid exudes from the wound, like the blood from a hurt
animal; the plant is sick, and will die, if it do not receive
the necessary succour.    Thus persons who love plants will
not cut flowers off their stems, they prefer to inhale their per-
fume, and contemplate their brilliant colours, on the stalk,
without inflicting a painful mutilation upon the beautiful
creatures which they admire.

The sensitive plant, if touched by the fingers, or even
struck by a current of harsh air, folds up its leaves, and con-
tracts itself. The botanist, Desfontaines, saw a sensitive
plant, which he was bringing home in a carriage, contract its
leaves while the vehicle was in motion, and expand them
when it stopped, thus affording a proof that the movement
distressed the plant. A drop of acid, or acrid liquid, placed
on a leaf of a sensitive plant, will occasion a similar constric-
tion. All vegetables present an analogous phenomenon.
Their tissues contract when brought in contact with irritant